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SUBJECT: SIMONET ARTICLE ON THE COMMUNITY'S ENERGY PROBLEMS 
REE: EC BRUSSELS 9612 

1 . BEGIN SUMMARY: IN A SIGNED ARTICLE IN A WIDELY CIRCULATED 
BELGIAN DAILY, EC COMMISSION VICE PRESIDENT SIMONET SAID THAT 
THE FILURE OF THE COMMUNITY TO ACHIEVE A COMMON ENERGY POLICY 
MUST BE BLAMED ON THE COUNCIL, NOT THE COMMISSION. HE SAID 
THAT THE COMMISSION WILL, BETWEEN NOW AND THE END OE THE YEAR, 
DRAW UP A GLOBAL ANALYSIS OF ENERGY PROBLEMS ACCOMPANIED 

BY PRECISE ACTION PROPOSALS. HE CONCLUDES BY SAYING THAT IF 
THE COUNCIL EAILS TO ACT FAVORABLY ON THESE PROPOSALS, THE 
COMMISSION WILL HAVE TO CONSIDER THE USEEULNESS OE CONTINUING 
TO PRESENT THE COUNCIL WITH SOLUTIONS TO EUROPE'S ENERGY 
PROBLEMS. END SUMMARY. 

2. THE OCTOBER 26-27 EDITION OF BELGIUM'S MOST WIDELY CIR- 
CULATED DAILY PAPER, LE SOIR, CONTAINED A SIGNED ARTICLE 

BY EC COMMISSION VICE PRESIDENT SIMONET ON THE STATUS OF THE 
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COMMUNITY'S EFFORTS TO SOLVE THE ENERGY CRISIS. HE NOTES THAT 
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ALTHOUGH TWO YEARS HAVE GONE BY SINCE THE BEGINNING OE THE 
CRISIS ALMOST NOTHING HAS BEEN DONE ON A COMMUNITY BASIS. 

HE BLAMES THIS LACK OE ACTION ON THE FACT THAT GOVERNMENT, 
BUSINESS AND THE PRESS HAVE LULLED THEMSELVES AND THE PUBLIC 
INTO A PEELING OF FALSE SECUITY. THE CRISIS IS STILL WITH US, 

HE ARGUES, AND OPEC IS SHOWING CONSIDERABLY MORE SOLIDARITY 
THAN THE EUROPEAN GOVERNMENTS. 

3. ACCORDING TO SIMONET, THE COMMISSION IS NOT TO BLAME. 

IT HAS MADE USEPUL PROPOSALS TO THE COUNCIL WHICH HAVE NOT 
BEEN ADOPTED. HE CONCLUDES THAT IT IS ESSENTIAL IN ADVANCE 
OP THE CONSUMER-PRODUCER DIALOGUE TO ESTABLISH THE ELEMENTS 
OP A COMMUNITY NEGOTIATING POSITION. ACCORDING TO SIMONET: 

BEGIN QUOTE. (INPORMAL MISSION TRANSLATION) "THE COMMUNITY 
MUST DECIDE IF IT IS READY TO ESTABLISH A MECHANISM OF SOLI- 
DARITY IN THE PACE OP UNEXPECTED EXTERNAL OIL SUPPLY DIPPI- 
CULTIES; THIS IS THE PROBLEM OP SOLIDARITY IN CASE OP A CRI- 
SIS. IT IS ALSO NECESSARY TO KNOW IF ONE WISHED TO CREATE 
TOGETHER CONDITIONS PERMITTING INVESTMENT TO DEVELOP ALTER- 
NATIVE ENERGY SOURCES AND TO GUARANTEE THE INVESTMENTS AGAINST 
PLUCTUATIONS IN OIL PRICES; THIS IS THE QUESTION OF A GUARANTEE 
SYSTEM. (THE PLOOR PRICE IS ONLY ONE POSSIBILITY.) IT IS 
EQUALLY NECESSARY TO DECIDE WHETHER IS IS USEPUL TO AGREE ON 
CERTAIN MEASURES, INCLUDING FINANCIAL MEASURES, TO BALANCE 
THE EFPORT OF EACH MEMBER COUNTRY IN TRYING TO PIND SOLUTIONS 
TO THE ENERGY CRISIS. 

"THESE QUESTIONS ARE PUNDAMENTAL. THE COMMISSION INTENDS BE- 
TWEEN NOW AND THE END OF THE YEAR TO POSE THEM CLEARLY TO THE 
COUNCIL AND TO THE HEADS OP GOVERNMENT. THE COMMISSION INTENDS 
TO DRAW UP IN THE NEXT WEEKS A GLOBAL ANALYSIS OP ENERGY 
PROBLEMS AS THEY EXIST AFTER TWO YEARS OP INACTION AND INDECI- 
SION. THIS ANALYSIS WILL BE ACCOMPANIED BY PRECISE ACTION 
PROPOSALS POR WHICH THE ACCEPTANCE OR REJECTION WILL CLEARLY 
MARK THE WILLINGNESS OP THE COUNCIL TO POLLOW THE ROAD TOWARDS 
AN ELABORATION OP A COMMUNITY ENERGY POLICY WORTHY OF THAT 
NAME. EITHER THE COUNCIL WILL TAKE THESE PROPOSALS INTO CON- 
SIDERATION, AND PROM THAT MOMENT WE CAN HOPE TO BENEFIT IN 
A REASONABLE TIME PROM AN ENERGY POLICY; ONE INVOLVING RIGHTS 
AND OBLIGATIONS OP THE MEMBER STATES BUT WHICH GIVES TO THE 
GROUP AS A WHOLE THE POSSIBILITY OP HAVING MORE WEIGHT IN 
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INTERNATIONAL NEGOTIATIONS AND OP REDUCING ITS DEPENDENCE 
ON IMPORTED ENERGY BY INCREASING ITS OWN INTERNAL PRODUCTION. 
ALTERNATIVELY, THE COUNCIL WILL NOT ACT, AND IN THIS CASE 
THE COMMISSION MUST CONSIDER THE USEPULNESS OF CONTINUING 
TO PRESENT THE COUNCIL WITH SOLUTIONS TO EUROPE'S ENERGY 
PROBLEMS." END QUOTE. 

4. PULL TEXT OF SIMONET'S ARTICLE BEING POUCHED EUR/RPE, 
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LAMB. 

5. COMMENT: SIMONET'S VIEWS AS EXPRESSED IN THIS ARTICLE 
ARE CONSISTENT WITH THESE REPORTED REFTEL. IN PUBLISHING SUCH 
AN ARTICLE IN A WIDELY CIRCULATED BELGIAN PAPER, SIMONET IS 
STEPPING UP HIS EEEORTS TO PRESENT HIS ENERGY CASE TO THE 
BELGIAN ELECTORATE. END COMMENT.GREENWALD 
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